BRAILLE CHART (for readers)

Voiced consonants (dakuon), Semi-voiced consonants (handakuon)
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Braille, asshown in the picture on the right,
can be found in many places: elevators, washing
machines, postboxes, handrails at train stations,
ticket vending machines, and even on canned beer,
wood glue, bottles of jam, sauce, tofu containers,
and more. Let's try to find them!

What do they say?
reading it!

When you find Braille, try

@The Birth of Braille
The Braille system used worldwide today was |
invented by Louis Braille of France (January 4, 1809
- January 6, 1852) when he was 16 years old, in 1825.
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The year 2025 marks 200 year since the invention of Braille.

At the age of three, Louis Braille lost his sight due to an
injury. He studied at the Royal Institute for Blind Youth in
Paris, where he learned by reading books with embossed letters
by touching them with his fingers. However, this method made
it difficult to read quickly or write independently. Braille sought
to create a writing system that would allow blind individuals to
4 read and write freely, enabling communication with others and

Louis Braille
Braille system, which allows visually impaired people to read and write quickly and

the pursuit of knowledge. Through his efforts, he developed the
independently.

In Japan, Romanized Braille was first introduced in 1887 (Meiji 20).

Konishi Nobuhachi, vice principal of the Tokyo School for the Blind and Deaf, was
deeply moved by the students' excitement upon encountering Braille and felt a strong
desire to develop a Japanese Braille system. Teachers and students collaborated to devise
various proposals. As a result, on November 1, 1890 (Meiji 23), a system proposed by
teacher Ishikawa Kuraji was officially adopted as Japanese Braille.

Today, November 1 is recognized as "Japanese Braille Day" to commemorate the
establishment of Japanese Braille.

“Braille" is...
Characters that blind people read with their fingers. In contrast, the characters we read
with our eyes are called "ink characters."



@ How Japanese Braille works
The basic unit of Braille is called a "cell."

Each cell consists of six dots, three high and two wide.
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Dots D, @ and @ represent the vowels (a, i, u, e, 0). @ @
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(Number of dots in a cell)

The remaining dots, @, ® and @, are combined to represent consonants.
For example, the ka row is formed by adding dot ® to the vowels (a, i, u, e, 0).

B ka F Kk 7 ku T ke 3 ko

Other consonants are created in the same way. Please refer to "Braille Chart" on the last page.
sa row: adding dots ® and ® ta row: adding dots @ and ®
na row: adding dot @ ha row: adding dots @ and ®
ma row: adding dots @, ® and® ra row: adding dot ®

"om

The ya row and the characters "wa,” "wo,” and "n" have slightly different patterns.

Yya Iyu Fyo Twa Fwo Vn

Voiced consonants (dakuon), semi-voiced consonants (handakuon), and yéon sounds are
represented using two cells.

Voiced consonants are indicated by placing dot ® before the character.

Hega Fgi FTgegu #7ge Tgo
For semi-voiced consonants (pa, pi, pu, pe, po), dot ® is placed in front.

Npa Epi Fpu Rpe Kpo

For yoon sounds (such as "kya," "kyu," and "kyo"), dot @ is placed in front. However,
be aware that this differs from the way they are written in standard (ink-printed)
Japanese characters.

F v kya F 1 kyu F 3 kyo

The last page contains a "Braille Chart" of the main Braille characters.
Braille can represent not only languages from around the world, such as Japanese,
English, French, and Chinese, but also most characters and symbols used in school
subjects, such as mathematics, science, and music.

@ Key points on how to write in Japanese Braille
Kana usage

Kana usage in Braille is almost the same as "Modern Kana Usage". However, the
following two points are unique to Braille.

(1) Joshi (postpositional particle) ‘'ha'(l%) and 'he'(~) are written as they are
pronounced: ‘'wa’'(7) and ‘e'(T)."

Bokuha hon'yahe iku. (I go to the bookstore.) — Bokuwa [] hon'yae [] iku.

(2) Long sounds, which become 'u’'(5) in kana, are written using long vowel mark

(dots @ and ®).

sansuu (arithmetic) — sansi

Toukyou — Tokyo
otousan (father) — otosan
Numbers

(1) Numbers are preceded by a number sign ( ;%) and written continuously up to four digits.
Numbers such as man, oku, and cho should be written in kana.

500 — Gilzsiad 2009 — Gisceieict
1 man 5 sen 3 byaku (15,3000 — 1 man []15300 — 33 isiel[]:dfetedss
(2) The "word" following a number should be written consecutively. The "A" row and

"Ra" row have the same form as numbers, so when a "word" that starts with one of the letters
"a, i, u, e, o, ra, ri, ru, re. ro" follows, the first linking mark (dots @ and ®) is inserted
between them to distinguish between numbers and kana.
lkai— 3°2%5% 500nin— 322230 Sen— 33080
Alphabet
The alphabet is preceded by a foreign letter sign (3 ), and capital letters are marked
with a capital letter sign (=3).
abc — T3zectt Bl — -g-5°e-.8::
Word separation
(1) Since all Braille characters are written in kana, words are separated into meaningful
units, with one blank space between them.
Kyoha asakara yoku harete iru. (Today the sky has been clear and sunny since the morning.)
— Kyowa [] asakara [] yoku [] harete [] iru.
(2) Write a person's name with one blank space between the surname and given name.

Ishikawa Kuraji — Ishikawa [] Kuraji Rui - Buraiyu (Louis Braille) — Rui [] Buraiyu

* If you are interested, please check out the website of the National Association

of Institutions of Information Service for Visually Impaired Persons
Website : https://www.naiiv.net/zensijokyo/ OF:L:
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