
BRAILLE CHART (for readers)
50-sound-table Voiced consonants (dakuon), Semi-voiced consonants (handakuon)

あ い う え お ・か ・き ・く ・け ・こ
アa イ i ウu エe オo ガga ギgi グgu ゲge ゴgo

か き く け こ ・さ ・し ・す ・せ ・そ
カka キki クku ケke コko ザza ジ ji ズzu ゼze ゾzo

さ し す せ そ ・た ・ち ・つ ・て ・と
サ sa シ shi スsu セse ソ s ダda ヂ ji ヅzu デde ドdo

た ち つ て と ・は ・ひ ・ふ ・へ ・ほ
タ ta チchi ツ tsu テ te ト to バba ビbi ブbu ベbe ボbo

な に ぬ ね の 大は 大ひ 大ふ 大へ 大ほ
ナna ニni ヌnu ネne ノno パpa ピpi プpu ペpe ポpo

は ひ ふ へ ほ
ハha ヒhi フ fu ヘhe ホho Yōon and so on

ま み む め も ￥か ￥く ￥こ ぎか ぎく ぎこ
マma ミmi ムmu メme モmo キャya キュkyu キョkyo ギャgya ギュgyu ギョgyo

や ゆ よ ￥さ ￥す ￥そ ぎさ ぎす ぎそ
ヤya ユyu ヨyo シャsha シュshu ショsho ジャja ジュ ju ジョjo

ら り る れ ろ ￥た ￥つ ￥と ぎた ぎつ ぎと
ラ ra リ ri ル ru レ re ロ ro チャcha チュchu チョcho ヂャja ヂュju ヂョjo

わ を ￥な ￥ぬ ￥の
ワwa ヲwo ニャnya ニュnyu ニョnyo

￥は ￥ふ ￥ほ ぎは ぎふ ぎほ
ヒャhya ヒュhyu ヒョhyo ビャbya ビュbyu ビョbyo

ん n（ン）（nasal sound） ￥ま ￥む ￥も ぴは ぴふ ぴほ
ッ small tsu (ッ ) (sokuonfu) ミャmya ミュmyu ミョmyo ピャpya ピュpyu ピョpyo

ー long vowel mark(ー ) (chōonfu) ￥ら ￥る ￥ろ
リャ rya リュryu リョryo

Numbers

数１ 数２ 数３ 数４ 数５ 数６ 数７ 数８ 数９ 数０ 数１０ 数１２３
１ ２ ３ ４ ５ ６ ７ ８ ９ ０ １０ １２３

Alphabet Main punctuation marks in Japanese
あ Ｂ Ｃ る ら え れ り お ろ 。 。 、 、 ？ ？ ！ ！
ａ ｂ ｃ ｄ ｅ ｆ ｇ ｈ ｉ ｊ kuten toten question mark exclamation mark

な に ぬ つ た ね て ち の と ーー っっっ ～～～「 」 七～七（ ）

ｋ ｌ ｍ ｎ ｏ ｐ ｑ ｒ ｓ ｔ bar line ellipsis kagi bracket parenthesis

は ひ そ ふ む ま 、 大 ～
ｕ ｖ ｗ ｘ ｙ ｚ foreign letter sign capital letter sign first linking mark
Main punctuation marks in English
大 capital letter sign 。 ．period ッ ，comma 、 ；semicolon ー ： colon
八 ？ question mark ！ ！ exclamation mark ～ - hyphen わ ' apostrophe
パ～ dash ... ellipsis 拡や slash 濁き 濁よ （ ） parenthesis

This pamphlet explains Japanese Braille.

LET'S READ BRAILLE ！
てん・しを よん・て みよー六
Tenji-wo yon-de miyō ！

Braille, as shown in the picture on the right,
can be found in many places: elevators, washing
machines, postboxes, handrails at train stations,
ticket vending machines, and even on canned beer,
wood glue, bottles of jam, sauce, tofu containers,
and more. Let's try to find them!
What do they say? When you find Braille, try Braille stickers for train door numbers

reading it!

●The Birth of Braille

The Braille system used worldwide today was
invented by Louis Braille of France (January 4, 1809
－ January 6, 1852) when he was 16 years old, in 1825. elevator canned beer

The year 2025 marks 200 year since the invention of Braille.
At the age of three, Louis Braille lost his sight due to an

injury. He studied at the Royal Institute for Blind Youth in
Paris, where he learned by reading books with embossed letters
by touching them with his fingers. However, this method made
it difficult to read quickly or write independently. Braille sought
to create a writing system that would allow blind individuals to
read and write freely, enabling communication with others and

Louis Braille the pursuit of knowledge. Through his efforts, he developed the
Braille system, which allows visually impaired people to read and write quickly and
independently.

In Japan, Romanized Braille was first introduced in 1887 (Meiji 20).
Konishi Nobuhachi, vice principal of the Tokyo School for the Blind and Deaf, was

deeply moved by the students' excitement upon encountering Braille and felt a strong
desire to develop a Japanese Braille system. Teachers and students collaborated to devise
various proposals. As a result, on November 1, 1890 (Meiji 23), a system proposed by
teacher Ishikawa Kuraji was officially adopted as Japanese Braille.
Today, November 1 is recognized as "Japanese Braille Day" to commemorate the

establishment of Japanese Braille.

“Braille" is...

Characters that blind people read with their fingers. In contrast, the characters we read
with our eyes are called "ink characters."



● How Japanese Braille works
The basic unit of Braille is called a "cell."
Each cell consists of six dots, three high and two wide.

Dots ① , ② and ④ represent the vowels (a, i, u, e, o).

あ い う え お
① ①② ①④ ①②④ ②④

ア a イ i ウ u エ e オ o (Number of dots in a cell)

The remaining dots, ③ , ⑤ and ⑥ , are combined to represent consonants.
For example, the ka row is formed by adding dot ⑥ to the vowels (a, i, u, e, o).

か き く け こ

カ ka キ ki ク ku ケ ke コ ko

Other consonants are created in the same way. Please refer to "Braille Chart" on the last page.
sa row: adding dots ⑤ and ⑥ ta row: adding dots ③ and⑤
na row: adding dot ③ ha row: adding dots ③ and⑥
ma row: adding dots ③ , ⑤ and⑥ ra row: adding dot ⑤

The ya row and the characters "wa," "wo," and "n" have slightly different patterns.

ヤ ユ ヨ ワ ヲ ン

ヤ ya ユ yu ヨ yo ワ wa ヲ wo ン n

Voiced consonants (dakuon), semi-voiced consonants (handakuon), and yōon sounds are
represented using two cells.

Voiced consonants are indicated by placing dot ⑤ before the character.

・か ・き ・く ・け ・こ

ガ ga ギ gi グ gu ゲ ge ゴ go

For semi-voiced consonants (pa, pi, pu, pe, po), dot⑥ is placed in front.

大は 大ひ 大ふ 大へ 大ほ

パ pa ピ pi プ pu ペ pe ポ po

For yōon sounds (such as "kya," "kyu," and "kyo"), dot ④ is placed in front. However,
be aware that this differs from the way they are written in standard (ink-printed)
Japanese characters.

拗か 拗く 拗こ

キャ kya キュ kyu キョ kyo

The last page contains a "Braille Chart" of the main Braille characters.
Braille can represent not only languages from around the world, such as Japanese,
English, French, and Chinese, but also most characters and symbols used in school
subjects, such as mathematics, science, and music.

● Key points on how to write in Japanese Braille
Kana usage
Kana usage in Braille is almost the same as "Modern Kana Usage". However, the

following two points are unique to Braille.
(1) Joshi（postpositional particle） 'ha' (は ) and 'he' (へ ) are written as they are

pronounced: 'wa' (ワ ) and 'e' (エ )."
Bokuha hon'yahe iku.（ I go to the bookstore.）→ Bokuwa 空 hon'yae空 iku.

(2) Long sounds, which become 'u' (う ) in kana, are written using long vowel mark
(dots ② and ⑤ ).

sansuu（arithmetic） → sansū サンスー

Toukyou → Tōkyō とー拗こー

otousan（ father） → otōsan おとーさん

Numbers
(1) Numbers are preceded by a number sign（数）and written continuously up to four digits.

Numbers such as man, oku, and cho should be written in kana.
５００ → 数５００ ２００９ → 数２００９

1 man 5 sen 3 byaku (15,300) → １ man空５３００ → 数１まん空数５３００

(2) The "word" following a number should be written consecutively. The "A" row and
"Ra" row have the same form as numbers, so when a "word" that starts with one of the letters
"a, i, u, e, o, ra, ri, ru, re. ro" follows, the first linking mark (dots ③ and ⑥ ) is inserted
between them to distinguish between numbers and kana.

１kai → 数１かい ５００ nin → 数５００にん ５en → 数５＿えん

Alphabet
The alphabet is preceded by a foreign letter sign (外 ), and capital letters are marked

with a capital letter sign (大 ).

ａｂｃ → 外あｂｃ Ｂ１ → 外大ｂ数１

Word separation
(1) Since all Braille characters are written in kana, words are separated into meaningful

units, with one blank space between them.
Kyōha asakara yoku harete iru.（Today the sky has been clear and sunny since the morning.）

→ Kyōwa空 asakara空 yoku空 harete空 iru.
(2) Write a person's name with one blank space between the surname and given name.
Ishikawa Kuraji → Ishikawa 空 Kuraji Rui・Buraiyu（Louis Braille）→ Rui 空 Buraiyu

＊ If you are interested, please check out the website of the National Association
of Institutions of Information Service for Visually Impaired Persons

Website : https://www.naiiv.net/zensijokyo/
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